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America of the past is fading fast. A culture war that was simmering mostly beneath the surface for generations
has erupted in the past several decades into a raging conflict that pits starkly contrasting (and often
irreconcilable) worldviews, ideologies, and value systems against one another. The effects of the culture war
are apparent as our society and institutions are becoming increasingly polarized and dysfunctional which is
why our political leaders seem so incapable of handling even the most obvious problems. There is political
gridlock in Washington, D. C. because there is moral and cultural gridlock in American society in general. This
being the case, is there any common ground between social conservatives and liberals when it comes to
accepting a baseline for morality, ethics, and civility In fact there is, and it derives from a universal truth that
was generally acknowledged and accepted until recent times the concept of Natural Law. All societies would be
better if they were regulated by Biblical principles. But mainstream society is not Christian, and as Christians we
cannot and should not attempt to impose specifically Christian values on nonbelievers. To do so, we would need
to utilize the coercive power of the state to force compliance, which would be not only futile but generally
counterproductive. It would also violate the spirit of the Gospel. The best that can be expected of any free
society is a general recognition of the basic precepts of Natural Law. Anything else whether it relates to
Christian sexual morality, biblical principles of social justice, or any other explicitly Christian values and
behavior should be proclaimed and practiced by the community of Christ but cannot and should not be forced
on others. A culture based...
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