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Swimmer, Harrison ventures into the magical as an Upper Peninsula farm boy is irresistibly drawn to
swimming as an escape, and sees otherworldly creatures in the water. Faced with the injustice and pressure of
coming of age, he takes to the river and follows its siren song all the way across Lake Michigan. "The River
Swimmer" is an exceptional reminder of why Jim Harrison is one of the most cherished and important writers
at work today. Two years have gone by since | first suggested to President Obama that he create a new Cabinet
post, and appoint distinguished fiction writer Jim Harrison as secretary for quality of life. The president still has
not responded to my suggestion. . . . ["The River Swimmer"] deepens and broadens [Harrison s] already
openhearted...
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