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even though it fits within the math part of the STEM program, | want to emphasize the importance of get-ting
caught up in computer science again. We are not doing well in that particular area in this Nation. We must
increase the inter-est in computer science in the elementary and secondary schools and certainly must increase
the number of computer scientists that we are developing, particularly as we as a Nation worry more about
cybersecurity. The current budget, despite providing for the doubling of the overall NSF budget, does not
emphasize the importance of STEM education to our countrys economic competitiveness. That is a very, very
important point. | look forward to hearing from our ex-cellent witnesses today about the new additions
proposed in the fis-cal year 2011 budget and how we can work together to strength the COMPETES Act. Thank
you very much. I yield back. The prepared statement of Mr. Ehlers follows: P S RV J. E REPARED TATEMENT OF
EPRESENTATIVE ERNON HLERS In the fiscal year 2011 budget request, the Administration has requested
substan-tial increases in funding for the National Science Foundation ( NSF ). | am pleased the funding request
continues the Foundation on a path to doubling its budget, al-though that path has had a rather bumpy start
over the last several years. The budget request proposes some targeted investments at the NSF in the areas of
innovation, cyberlearning, and graduate education. It also proposes some restruc-turing of the programs
targeted...
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