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surround our tables, they surround our beds, they inhabit our nurseries. Our lives; our properties; the minds,
and the health of our children, are to an inconceivable degree dependent upon their good or evil qualities.
According to the system which Mr. Lancaster has not only established, but already reduced to practice, and of
the practical efficacy of which the most satisfactory experience has now been obtained, the children of the
poor, before they are old enough to work, can be completely taught the valuable acquirements of reading,
writing, and arithmetic, at an expense, even in the metropolis, of little more than five shillings per annum for
each. It follows evidently from this most important fact, that by a combination requiring very slender efforts
among the benevolent and public-spirited members of the community, those useful attainments may be
extended to the whole of the rising generation, and the pious wish of the Sovereign be fully accomplished, That
Every Poor Child in the Kingdom Should be Able to Read the Bible. The points of utility naturally connected with
this event are of two kinds, and both in the highest degree important. The first respects the purposes to which
the faculties in question might be turned in the different offices which devolve upon the lower orders. The
second respects the frame of mind which is created during, and by the acquirement. 1....
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