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born on July 12, 100 B. C., of a noble Roman family. His career was decided when he threw in his lot with the
democratic section against the republican oligarchy. Marrying Cornelia, daughter of Lucius Cinna, the chief
opponent of the tyrant dictator Sulla, he incurred the implacable hatred of the latter, and was obliged to quit
Rome. For a season he studied rhetoric at Rhodes. Settling in Rome after Sullas death, Csar attached himself to
the illustrious Pompey, whose policy was then democratic. In B. C. 68 he obtained a qustorship in Spain, and on
returning next year reconciled the two most powerful men in Rome, Pompey and Crassus. With them he formed
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