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indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .found necessary in the first instance in order to attain an efficient control
over the making, carriage, keeping, c., of all explosive substances in their great variety of forms and
applications, from barrels of powder and ship-loads and stores of dynamite, ammunition, and detonators, to
drawing-room fireworks, substitutes for pigeon-shooting, and toy crackers, will in due course be much
simplified. There can be no doubt that the action of manufacturers and vendors themselves will importantly
contribute (and has, indeed, already to some extent contributed) to such simplification, not by their raising
di?iculties and entertaining or conniving at attempts of evasion, but by their ready adoption of obviously wise
precautions and improvements, and by the systematic exercise of care and vigilance within their individual
spheres of influence. Definition of Explosive. In the Act the term explosive is defined to mean gunpowder, nitro-
glycerine, dynamite, gun-cotton, blasting powders, fulminate of mercury or of other metals, coloured fires, and
every other substance, whether similar to those above mentioned or not, used or manufactured with a view to
produce a practical e?ect by explosion or a pyrotechnic e?ect; and it also includes fog-signals, fireworks, fuses,
rockets, percussion caps, detonators, cartridges, ammunition of all descriptions, and every adaptation or
preparation of an explosive as above defined (s. 3). Scope of the Act. By the Act, various powers for the control
of the manufacture of explosives, and of all tra?icking therein, are vested in (1) the Secretary of State (i.e., in
practice, the...
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